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Dear Friends- 
 
2017 starts of with three things that are at the heart of who we are at St. Paul’s. You 
have an opportunity to feed your soul, feed hungry people, and share food with 
friends and soon to be friends at our church. 
 
Basic Christianity is a five part class I love to teach that tells the whole Christian 
story, from creation to the last things. Each session includes a half hour of teaching and a half hour of 
discussion. It will be on Sundays from 11:30 to 12:30 in the Upper Room starting on January 15th. 
 
Stop Hunger Now is an organization that creates an afternoon event where a group of 40 or so people 
package 10,000 meals that are then shipped to a place in the world where food is desperately needed. At 
12:45pm on Sunday, January 22nd, Duncan Hall will be filled with tables, food and volunteers from all 
four of the Episcopal Churches of Northern Marin as we work together for three hours to stop hunger. 
 
An Open House at our home in San Anselmo is a new tradition at St. Paul’s and a great way to meet 
people of all ages. On Sunday, January 29th, come to our home from 4pm to 6pm and enjoy good 
company and good food and drink. 
 
Finally, behind the scenes, your Vestry will be choosing among three great bids to complete the work of 
the Hardin Courtyard. We are on track to create this legacy project in the first half of 2017. The Vestry 
meeting is Tuesday, January 10th at 7pm. All monthly vestry meetings are open to the parish.  I look 
forward to sharing ministry with you in 2017. 
      Faithfully, 
      Christopher (cmartin@stpaulssanrafael.org) 

For more information please visit our website at StPaulsSanRafael.org. 
Join the community on Facebook and Twitter. Church Office Phone: 415-456-4843.  

From the Rector 
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 I’m not sure that I have 
any business voicing my 

opinion here since I’m pretty new to the congregation, but if you will forgive the presumption, I would 
love to put in a good word for some of the wonderful small group fellowships happening at St. Paul’s: 
- Wednesday morning Bible Study: 10 am to 11:15. We’ve just completed a fascinating "wilderness 
wandering" through the Torah and we’re about to dive into the New Testament book of Hebrews. All 
are welcome to join in for a rich, lively conversation. 
- Thursday evening Bible Study: 6:15 to 7:15. We are halfway through reading seven of Paul’s seminal 
epistles. We’re about to start three of his best: Philippians, Philemon and Romans (his masterpiece). For 
2017, we’ve decided to be a little less “academic” in our approach and a little more reflective and 
experiential. Hopefully, we’ll hit that sweet spot for all between the head and the heart. 
- Sunday spiritual forum: 9 am to 9:45-ish. A dynamic exploration of our early Anglican roots. Join us 

An Invitation to Explore the Offerings at St. Paul's  by Tom Witt 
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•  Morning Prayer: every Tuesday at 7:30am in the church.  
•  Bible Studies:  Tuesdays 12:30-1:30pm: The Gospels  

   Wednesdays 10-11am: Hebrews  
   Thursday 6:15-7:15pm: Letters of Paul  

•  Spiritual Forum: Sundays 9-9:40am-Exploring the soul. Duncan Hall.  
•  Christian meditation: 2nd & 4th Sunday at 7pm in the Upper Room.  
• Sunday Evening Eucharist: 5pm every Sunday at Church of the 

Nativity. This shared ministry with our sister churches in San Rafael, 
Nativity and Redeemer has a relaxed, intimate feel. The clergy from the 
three churches alternate leading the worship.   

• Discipleship Groups:  small groups with a longer term commitment 
focused on spiritual maturity and loving community with the poor.  
Talk to Christopher about joining a group.  

• Basic Christianity Class (Starting January 15). Sundays 11:30-12:30 

What is 
Your 
Next  
Spiritual 
Step?  

 
 
St. Paul's 
offers 
many 
ways for 
you to 
learn, 
pray and 
grow 
spiritually 

 
How can 
I serve 
the least 
of these? 

Teen Success Breakfast: Serve breakfast to at-risk youth. Contact Beverly Armstrong 
at 415.454.4015 or nevbev@sbcglobal.net. 
San Rafael Health Care:  Help  lead a simple worship service  with prayers and songs 
for the residents at the 5th Ave. Health Care center.  11:00 – 11:25 on 1st and 3rd 
Sunday. Children are welcome.  Contact Sue Adamson at 415.461.1798. 
Prison Ministry: Members of our congregation have committed themselves to a range 
of service associated with St. Paul's Death Row Ministry, including correspondence and 
visitation with inmates and hosting family members of inmates coming from out of 
town for visits. Contact Richard (415.259.9198 or ollipops@comcast.net). 
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and see for yourself. 
Finally, if it’s not stating the obvious, I would like to say what many 

of us feel: our church is being helmed by a first rate, world-class Anglican with a sharp mind and humble 
heart. He is steeped in theology, history, music and art. Best of all, he has a true and abiding love of God 
and is eager and able to lead us all into deeper spiritual waters. (Christopher: are you ready to live up to 
all that?) If I may throw out a convivial challenge to the church, let’s carpe diem and take advantage of a 
good thing! 
Please feel welcome to join any and all of these groups. They are some of the best-kept secrets in Marin 
County. We would love to see your face and hear your voice, as your schedule allows.  

Invitation, Cont'd from page 1 

St. Paul's Book Club  
Friday, January 20th at 7 p.m. in 
Duncan Hall. 
We will be discussing is "Jade 
Dragon Mountain" by Elsa 
Hart. The book is a mystery set 
in China in 1700.  We learn 
about politics in China as well 
as several types of poison.   We 
will be making a new reading list 
for 2017.   Any one who wants 
to join is welcome. For 
information contact Joy Moss 
(415)479-6930. 

St. Anne's Guild weekly lunch 
St. Anne's would be delighted to have anyone who would be 
interested in our group.  Join us on Thursdays. We start at 11:00 in 
Duncan Hall and some 
of us knit.  We're 
working on scarves and 
children's sweaters which 
we'll offer the parish for 
sale, and the rest will go 
to Ritter. Bring your 
sandwich and we'll have 
tea and cookies. We have 
good conversation and 
enjoy one another.   
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St. Paul's  
History Corner 
By Joy Moss 

Leading up to St. Paul's 150th anniversary, let's take a look at some of the 
former church members who are memorialized with their gifts to the 
glory of God and in remembrance of loved ones. 

The choir stalls at St. Paul’s are dedicated to the memory of John Mason Neale, 1818-1866.  He was an 
English clergyman who is best known for his translations of Greek and Latin hymns.  He also wrote 
some hymns himself.  In fact his name is attached to forty-five hymns that appear in our hymnal. 
     The reason that the English clergyman is remembered at St. Paul’s is 
because his son was a dedicated churchman who was both a vestryman and 
Diocesan representative of St. Paul’s.  Vincent Neale and his wife Eliza were 
born in England.  Shortly after they married, they came to the United States 
in1877.  The couple lived at 1348 Grand Ave. in San Rafael.  Vincent was a 
successful lawyer and practiced in San Francisco.  He was involved in many 
civic activities. He served on the San Rafael Library Board for twenty-five 
years.  He was president of the San Rafael Improvement Club and also was a 
supporter of women’s right to vote.  His wife Eliza was a stalwart suffragette. 
     He died at the age of eighty-two in 1927.  His funeral service was at St. 
Paul’s.  He had previously chosen his funeral hymns and many of them were 
attributed to his father, John Mason Neale.  There is a pew on the right side 
of the church in memory of both Eliza and Vincent Neale. 
     In Vincent Neale’s obituary in the local newspaper, he was described as “a 
well known and interested citizen of San Rafael, a gentleman of the old 
school, kindly, democratic, scholarly.”        Vincent Neale Courtesy of 
           the San Rafael Library 

1st Sundays - Family Sunday (no Sunday School) 
2nd and 4th Sundays - Godly Play 
3rd Sundays - Music Sunday with Libby 
5th Sundays when they come up - Coffee Hour Potluck -  (No 
potluck in January--Martins' Reception instead!) 

 
I'd also like to plan a few 
Friday night pizza movie 
parties where parents can 
go out to dinner in San 
Rafael! Stay tuned! 
For questions, please 
contact Kati Dombrosky 
kdombrosky@gmail.com   
415-846-1700  

Children and Youth at St. Paul's  Important dates to know for 
the Winter and Spring: 

 
January 22nd - Stop Hunger 

Project 
January 29th - Reception at 

Martins'  
February 19th - No Sunday 

School (Winter Break) 
April 9th - No Sunday School 

(Spring Break) 
April 15th - Easter Sunday - Egg 

Hunt! 
April 30th - Potluck at Coffee 

Hour 
May 28th - No Sunday School 

(Memorial Day 
weekend) 

Our Middle and High Schoolers meet most Sunday nights from 
5:45-7:00 pm, for fun, prayer, and fellowship with youth from 

other Episcopal churches in Marin.  Note our new location--Church of the Redeemer (123 Knight Dr., 
San Rafael). On second Tuesdays, they serve and share dinner with the homeless at 1st Presbyterian.  For 
more information and the MEYG 2016-2017 calendar, see: facebook.com/MarinEpiscopalYouthGroup  

Marin Episcopal Youth Group  
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1123 Court St.  
San Rafael, CA 94901 

We've received 
three proposals 

for the Hardin Courtyard.  Working with Ghilotti, Black Diamond and 
Van Mitte, we will determine which could do the best job for St. Paul's at 
the best price.  The Vestry will meet in January to review the proposals 
and make the final determination of which company should have the 
responsibility to work with us to construct a safe, accessible courtyard and 
paths that will last for many, many years. 
We continue to investigate the cost and desirability for the surface.  
Should the Courtyard be Pavers or Brushed Colored Concrete?  What 
about the steps to the Church, the ramps to the Church and Duncan Hall 
and the paths to Court Street and the Parking Lot?  Samples of Pavers are 
on display outside Duncan Hall.  Take a look and give your advice to a 
Vestry Member, Christopher, Larry or Pat.   
We're also putting together a budget for the landscaping, irrigation, 
lighting and seating areas.  We plan to do that work after the Hardscape is 
complete. 
We continue to work with the Marin Day School to plan the timing and 
safe access during the construction period. 
We're pleased that as we go into the new year we've made great progress 
toward making the Hardin Courtyard a reality.  Thank you all for your 
generous contributions to SPRIF III.  We can be proud that we are 
making a lasting contribution for future generations to enjoy the 
wonderful benefits of St. Paul's! 

Hardin Courtyard Update by Pat Curtis Death Cafe 
Sunday, January 15 

4-6 pm 
Duncan Hall 

All are welcome for an 
open and uplifting 

conversation about death 
and dying, life and living.  

Refreshments will be 
served.  

RSVP to 
chloeadmartin@comcast.net 

Coffee Hour Volunteers 
Needed 

Could you cover one 
Sunday a month to help 
this ministry of 
Hospitality?  
Please contact Eric 
Guastavino 415.755.8362 
or Ronnie Dods 
415.454.7559 


